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Overview 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainability is defined as “Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” The “triple bottom line” model of sustainability refers to designs, practices, systems, and/or technologies that are beneficial to the natural environment, the economy, and the community, all at the same time. For example, if something is good for the environment but does not benefit the people in a community, it is not truly sustainable. For more information, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triple_bottom_line



Understanding Sustainability 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sustainability is defined as “Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” The “triple bottom line” model of sustainability refers to designs, practices, systems, and/or technologies that are beneficial to the natural environment, the economy, and the community, all at the same time. For example, if something is good for the environment but does not benefit the people in a community, it is not truly sustainable. People, planet, profit. For more information, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triple_bottom_line



Understanding Sustainability 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recycling is the easiest contribution one can make to living sustainably. It requires but a second of thought and commitment to place items in the right bins. Reduce, Reuse and Recycle, or “The Three R’s” allow students at school to practice sustainability.  It can be measured, and does not require any large capital investments. Practicing the three RRR’s is part of learning environmental stewardship and responsibility. Zero waste is similar to the three R’s, but is an expanded goal to redesign resource life-cycles  so that all materials are re-used and waste is minimal. Discarded materials are recycled back into nature (e.g. compost) or recycled back into the marketplace (e.g. plastic bottles). Using a systems approach, not only can we manufacture products with waste prevention in mind, but also redesign how we construct and operate buildings,  and even entire communities. Resource recovery, or collecting materials for recycling, composting and re-use, is part of a zero waste strategy and is a growing part of the U.S. economy. 



NYC Recycling 

stats & facts 



On average, U.S. residents throw away 
this amount of trash each day: 

A) 1.7 lbs 

C) 4.4 lbs D) More than 5 lbs 

B) 3 lbs 
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Presentation Notes
C) 4.4 lbs



 
Average waste per American, 
per day: 4.4 lbs  

NYC:  91,000 tons  
residential waste 
....every week 

Getting Trashed: The Scale    

stats & facts 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently the average American throws away 4.4 lbs per day. In NYC this results in around 91,000 tons of residential waste every week, and that number doesn’t even include commercial and industrial waste which is far greater.�



stats & facts 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All of that waste goes here, to landfills. Trash in landfills takes lifetimes to decompose, taking up space, releasing methane, and harming the environment. Trucking landfill to other states poses an environmental injustice as well, where people of certain socioeconomic conditions disproportionately have sites like this placed nearby to house our waste in their states. 



Where are NYC’s landfills located ? 

A) Staten Island  

C) New Jersey D) Long Island  

B) Other States 
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Presentation Notes
B) Other States



NYC spends how much money annually to 
dump our trash into landfills?  

A) $50 million  

C) $150  million D) $500 million 

B) $300 million 
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B) $300 million



 
= Over 13,000 NYC students’ 
 tuition to SUNY for all four years 
(…plus books) 
 
 
 
= over 750,000 iPad 2’s 

          Recycling  
Saves Your Money 

 
Exporting Waste Costs NYC: 

stats & facts 
 

$300 Million  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NYC’s trash is mostly taken out-of-state, to states like Virginia, South Carolina, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. Trucking this waste alone costs the city over 300 million dollars a year. Whereas taking our trash to landfills costs us taxpayer money, recycling can result in revenue for the city. 



Thank 
you 

Recycling Creates 

stats & facts 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recycling also generates money for individuals. Recycling creates 4x as many jobs per ton than landfills. 



NYC GREEN JOBS:  
PRATT INDUSTRIES , S.I. Pratt Industries recycles  

paper  collected from 
schools & residences in 
Staten Island, 
Manhattan, and half of 
Brooklyn 



NYC GREEN JOBS:  
SIMS Municipal Recycling, BK SIMS recycles metal, 

glass, plastic, cartons, 
and paper collected 
from schools & 
residences throughout 
NYC 



NYC GREEN JOBS:  
Newtown Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, BK 

Newtown Creek converts 
methane from Food 
Scraps to energy. Other 
commercial facilities turn 
organics into compost 



 
 

AMOUNT OF RECYCLABLE PAPER 
THAT NEW YORK  

CITY RESIDENTS THROW AWAY EVERY 
YEAR… ENOUGH TO FILL THE EMPIRE 

STATE BUILDING 

40% 

400,000 tons 

of total waste coming 
out of schools 

What reduction and reuse 
practices can be incorporated 
into your everyday classroom 

activities ? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Emphasize that paper is easy to recycle. Most of us know it is recyclable, we may even know where to recycle it (green bin), yet we are not collecting all the paper that could be recycled in NYC. About half of the paper that can be recycled is sent to the landfill each year. New Yorkers can do better… starting with our own classrooms.Make some suggestions for reuse projects in the classroom and offices.	print or copy all handouts and notices double sided	use digital communications whenever possible	use both sides of writing and drawing paper in your classroom	save colorful used paper for collage making or to make decorations for class partiesLeading into following section:How can you make sure you are collecting all of the paper you can be collecting in your classroom?Review with students what can be recycledMake sure recycling receptacles are available and easy to identify	



NYC Recycling Guidelines 
 

Columbia Secondary School, 
Manhattan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So how can you make a difference in the classroom or the office?



SORT IT OUT 
What goes where in NYC Recycling? 
 
 

Food Soiled Paper 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-What to recycle in NYC is the same for schools as it is for residences-There are four streams of waste in NYC:	1.) Paper (Green)	2.) Metal, Glass, Plastic, Cartons, Foil (Blue)	3.) Organics (Orange/Brown)	4.) Landfill(Black/Grey)



NYC School Waste Characterization 
Size of NYC school system 

 1,800 schools in 1,200 buildings 

 1.1 million students 

 Over 800,000 meals served per day 

DSNY Waste Characterization Study (2013) 

 90% of school waste is recyclable 

19 

40% 

40% 

10% 

10% 

Food 
Scraps/Organics 

Paper 

Metal/Glass/ 
Plastic/Cartons 

 

Non-Recyclable 
Waste 

Columbia Secondary School, 
Manhattan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Size of NYC school system1,800 schools in 1,200 buildings1.1 million studentsOver 800,000 meals served per day90% of school waste is recyclableAnd 80% of that is mixed paper (40%) and organics (40%)



Thank 
you 

Paper  
Envelopes  
Cardboard 

Newspapers   
Magazines 

 
Leave out: tissues, napkins, paper 

with too much paint.  

Recycle paper in Green  

Guidelines 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Commonly confused items that CAN be recycled in the paper bin include: enveloped with ‘windows’, paper with staples, pizza boxes (given they’re not too greasy), empty/dry (non-waxy) coffee cups, and paper plates. 



Classroom and 
Office Paper 

Recycling 

Guidelines 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An easy to remember rhyme: If you can rip it, you can recycle it.Or: Paper that is clean, goes in the green.



Thank You xxx 
Metal  
Glass 

Hard Plastic 
Cartons 

 
Leave out: soft plastic 

(plastic bags, chips 
wrappers, Capri Sun 

pouches) 

Recycle MGPC in Blue  
 

Guidelines 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The most important thing to remember is to leave out soft plastics. These cannot be recycled in DSNY curbside system, but plastic bags can be taken to your local pharmacy or supermarket, as they are required by law to recycle them. Common confusion: coffee lids and straws. These CAN be recycled in your plastics bin. 



Thank 
you 

• Keep bins together and in the 
same place 

• Place bins in a convenient 
location, near the entrance 

• Place labels on and above bins  
• If your school does not recycle 

plastics in the classroom, make 
sure to have a plastic recycling 
station out in the hallways 
 

what should my classroom look like? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not all classrooms will have a bin for plastic recycling. if this is the case, make sure that there is a hallway station for plastics, and focus on keeping the paper recycling bin uncontaminated. Many schools use blue for their paper recycling. If this is the case, make sure to label the blue bin with the green sign and be sure to let students know what goes in each bin. 



Maintaining Habits 
 

N
YC Recycling 



Recycling as a Classroom  
Rule & Expectation 

 Recycling is a school expectation 
and a classroom rule 

 Be conscious of your own 
habits; students will take notice 

 Reinforce positive behaviors 

 Use incentives, competitions to 
motivate 

 

 

 

 

 

M.S. 113, Brooklyn 
Computer Lab 

Maintaining Habits 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make recycling a rule in your classrooms on a set upcoming date, so the school can be on the same pageTeachers must participate.  Recycling won’t be perfect over night, but faculty must stick with it to see better results and habitsRecycling bins must never be used for trash, it is discouraging to seeStudents should feel good about recycling”Thank you for recycling”; it’s always good to reinforce a change in habit positively 



Incorporate Recycling  
into Lessons 
 

www.grownyc.org/rcp 
 

Satisfy Standards in: 
•Natural Resources and Energy 
 

•Human Influences on the Environment 
 

•Materials Science 
 

•Living Environment 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recycling can be easily integrated into virtually any subject area. This will encourage students to learn about the subject and make connections that go beyond the classroom. Recycling Champions has numerous engaging activities for academic applications of recycling. 



In Their Words: Recycling Campaign  

Slogans 
Create a 

banner     
Songs 
Poems 
 Interviews 
Research 
   

 

 

 

Maintaining Habits 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Encourage students to get creative and spread the message. 



 
Participate in Recycling Competitions  

Maintaining Habits 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Competitions can be a great way to motivate an entire school to perfect and get creative with school recycling.



Thank You xxx 
Thank 

you 
Recycling Resources  

 
Recycling Champions Program 
grownyc.org/rcp 
 
NYC Dept. of Sanitation 
2015 Golden Apple Awards 
RRResource Guide  
nyc.gov/recycles 
 
DOE Sustainability Initiative 
schools.nyc.gov/sustainability 
 
 
 
 

schoolrecycling@grownyc.org 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Feel ready to recycle? You are not alone! Make use of these great resources to obtain ideas and lesson plans. 



Thank You! 
schoolrecycling@grownyc.org 
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