CHANGING THE WORLD, ONE GARDEN AT A TIME

PEOPLE

Ribbon-eutting coremonias:
in anch gardan, wo had a party
o dedicatn the cistern and
calabrats the community that
caras for the gardan,
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20 Gardens, 20 Communities
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In almost every garden, the land is made better and so is the gardener.” This quote on
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our cover [from Bob Rodale, our longtime editor-in-chief and still our guiding ligl

defines why we believe it's worth our time and trouble to su pport community gardens.
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natural world. Community gardens go one step beyond: They bring together people to
STOW [O0 |_| 1r -:_'. MEAUTINY Chy elrn g '|||.._ rhiood, but the most valuable truit harvested 15 the
spirit of cooperation and civic pride thar blossoms around them.
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PEOPLE

Dwringg the past gardening season, the editorial and marketing
tesms at Crganic Gardaning hines B working with 20 oom-=
munity gandens in locales across North Amenca. YWe've baen
prondding them with 1,000-gallon water tanks and all the ot
resourcas they nead to sat up B ralmaster-harvesting syatam—
In many cases the garden's onhy reiabls water source,

Along the way, we've had the privilege of mesting the dedi-
cated pacole who organize community gardans, and many
pESSicnatse Community-garden members. More than ever, welne
comvinced that gardeners are the nioest, MOSt panirows and
appreciative peopla youll meet. We also saw that community
gardens arm crganio gardens, that demonstrail the IMDortanoe
and value of caring for the emdrommant.

At the dedication party for aach gandan, wa cama bacs
with tales of pecpla who rally thair nelghbors, lgnore obstaclas,
bt through bursaucracy, and share thsr bounty with thase
less fortunate. Wea will ba telling those stories In upcoming
lssues, But first we wanted 1o show you this roundup from a
fieww of the parties. where we |oined with our sponsors 1o con-
granuane the gardeners and celebrate their sccomplishments.

Wa have s0 many people to thank for thelr help with this
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project, and you'll ses them all ksted on page B2, Right here
WA WaNT 1o particularty Thank our partnrs at tha Amnarksan
Community Gardening Association fwith a special shout out to
Gprard Lordahl, past prasident) for introducing us 1o the great
community-garden keadars we worked with. Lenny Libriz=d from
Wew York's Council on the Environment has been our raimave-
ter-harvesting guru, Instaling a coupla of the systems himself
and -n-ﬁnring bl tirrel ard KRowiispe wWinirinaer it Was neecad,

This project would not heve been possible without the enthur-
siastic and generous support of our Sponsars, the caring follks
at Avesno and Natura's Path. Tha commitment of the Rodala
family and the management team at Rodals Inc. Inspires us 1o
maka a difference and provides the means fior us to do It

As you look at the images and read the stories (both here and
at OrganicGardaning. coml, wa hopa voull ses winy wa ballewe
that “In every community ganden, tha land i made bemer and 3o
ara tha gardanars and the whola community.”
We're already planning nest year's WaterWorks project. If you
know of 8 worthy community garden, send us a latter cr e-mall
and tedl us why, (Dur contact info ks on page 8.)
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Organic Gardening wishes to thank Aveeno and Natura's Path, and the many
parllmrs of the 2007 WaterWorks water conservation initiative who have made
it possible to daeliver and install cisterns in 20 community gardens in North
America. With their assistance, participating community gardeners will

harvest more than 20,0000 gallons of water this year, providing gardeners
and their communities with sustainable water solutions for years to come.
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www.organicgardening.com/waterworks
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