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10 Million Pounds of Food Scraps Collected: 

Successful Joint Initiative by GrowNYC and DSNY Hits  

 Organic Waste Collection Milestone in NYC  

 
Brooklyn, NY – On Thursday, December 21, the City of New York Department of Sanitation 

Commissioner Kathryn Garcia and GrowNYC President and CEO Marcel Van Ooyen will announce the 

collection of ten million pounds of food scraps and yard waste dropped off at specified locations by 

dedicated New Yorkers since 2011, when the composting program was expanded. These scraps have 

been diverted from disposal and redirected for composting via a free program at 60 food scrap drop-off 

sites at GrowNYC’s Greenmarkets, Youthmarkets, Fresh Food Box and Compost On-The-Go locations 

throughout the City. 

“Thanks to GrowNYC, and the New York City residents who helped put 10,000,000 pounds of food 

scraps to good use,” said Sanitation Commissioner Kathryn Garcia. “While we continue to expand our 

curbside collection program, food scrap drop-off locations, such as the ones throughout the city at 

Greenmarkets, are crucial in helping us reach our goal of sending zero waste to landfill.”   

Organic waste, including food scraps, yard waste, and compostable paper, accounts for over 30% of all 

waste generated by residents in New York City. The many opportunities for New Yorkers to reprocess 

this waste is testament to the City and GrowNYC’s commitment to a greener way of city life. 

New Yorkers can drop off fruit and vegetable scraps for composting while shopping for healthy, local 

produce at outdoor markets hosted by GrowNYC, or as they hop on public transit to start their day. 

Coordinators staff “Sustainability Centers” to accept food waste like apple cores and coffee grounds, 

which the public places into collection tubs. The scraps are then transported by GrowNYC or the 

Department of Sanitation to local or regional sites where the material is composted into a fertile soil 

amendment for urban farm and gardening, or processed into renewable energy.  



“This is a huge milestone we can be proud of twice-over,” said Manhattan Borough President Gale A. 

Brewer. “We haven’t just collected 10 million pounds of compostable food scraps; we’ve diverted those 

10 million pounds out of the waste stream as well. It’s achievements driven by community-based 

programs like this one that will be essential as we pave the way to our goal of Zero Waste by 2030.” 

For perspective, 10 million pounds of organic waste would fill Brooklyn Borough Hall with seven feet of 
food scraps. It would fill more than 200 subway cars. It weighs as much as 26,667 male reindeer. It’s a 
lot of waste!  

Instead of being sent to landfills, contributing to NYC’s disposal costs and creating greenhouse gas 

emissions, this organic waste is converted into a useful product that adds nutrients and improves the 

quality of soil for street trees, gardens, and more. 

“Reaching this 10-million-pound milestone in such a short time is invigorating for all of us at GrowNYC,” 

said GrowNYC President and CEO Marcel Van Ooyen. “We’re not only proud of the work we do, but also 

of our fellow New Yorkers who are clearly dedicated to reducing waste and composting.”  

For more information, visit http://www.grownyc.org/compost.   

 

### 

GrowNYC is a 501c(3) nonprofit organization that helps residents make ours the most sustainable city in 

the world.  Reaching millions every year, GrowNYC operates Greenmarket farmers markets, engages 

New Yorkers in recycling education, and builds and maintains green spaces and engages young people in 

hands-on education. GrowNYC’s Zero Waste programs are funded by the NYC Department of 

Sanitation. Learn more at www.grownyc.org. 
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