






Make all schools 
Zero Waste 

Schools.

Enhance 
curbside 
recycling 
program. 

Reduce the use of 
plastic bags and 
other non-
compostable waste.

Expand 
opportunities to 

reuse and recycle 
textiles and 

electronic waste.

Reduce 
commercial 
waste disposal 
by 90% by 2030.

Give every New 
Yorker the 

opportunity to 
recycle and reduce 
waste, including at 

NYCHA housing.

Develop a Save-As-You-Throw 
program to reduce waste.

Expand the NYC organics program to serve 
all New Yorkers by the end of 2018.



Getting to Zero



NYC: Weight of Waste

New York City produces 6 million tons of garbage per year.

Source: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2017/world/global-
waste/?hpid=hp_hp-visual-stories-desktop_no-
name%3Ahomepage%2Fstory&utm_term=.ad598af0fdce#newyork



Waste adds 
up!

115,000 
TONS/WEEK!





Trash Journey & 
Impact











NEXT 
STOP: 
Landfills





Exporting waste 
costs NYC

close to $400 
million/year 





METHANE GAS 
RELEASED 

LEACHATE





1000350 500

A million years??



WASTE TRANSFER STATIONS
Over 70% of 
NYC’s waste 

passes through   
3 neighborhoods: 

South Bronx 
North Brooklyn 

SE Queens









1,800 NYC schools

1.1 million students

x 800,000 meals daily

86% 
is recyclable or compostable 

= HUGE IMPACT!

So…why 
YOU? 

Why 
schools?



Recycling 101



Sort It Out!



Green Bin 
Don’ts



Blue Bin 
Don’ts



What Goes in My
Trash Bin?

Soft Plastics

Chip Bags

Plastic Wrappers



NO RECYCLABLES IN 
THE TRASH BIN



Mined!Logged!

Extracted!Drilled!



Pratt Industries (S.I.)

SIMS Municipal Recycling (BK) 

Composting Facilities (near NYC)

Recycling can create up to 7x more 
jobs than sending waste to landfills.

Benefits: Jobs



Green Bin Journey



What Goes in My
Green Recycling Bin?

Mixed Paper

Cardboard









Blue Bin Journey



What Goes in My
Blue Recycling Bin?

Metal

Rigid Plastics

Glass

Cartons











Brown Bin Journey



What Goes in My
Brown Organics Bin?

All Food Scraps

Compostable Trays

Napkins

Food-soiled Paper









School Recycling 
Systems



Classrooms 
and Offices

Hallways and 
Shared 
Spaces

Cafeteria

Bins and Signage



Curbside set-out

Designated 
storage space

Dual-bin 
collection

Collection, Storage, 
Set-out, Trainings

Custodial Staff 
Trainings



DSNY Collection Schedule



Research & Data 











Zero Waste Schools Report: Year 3
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